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Athletics:               
It was an exciting Friday for the Rangers as our track team went 

to New Buffalo and competed in the Regional track meet.  We 

had many great finishes for our athletes and multiple athletes 

qualified for state. 

The following athletes qualified for the State Finals being held at 

Baldwin Middle School in Hudsonville: 

Lauren Anderson (800 M Run, Regional Champion, 1600 M Run, 

2nd Place) 

 

Katherine Gregory (High jump, automatic qualifier for height) 

Cole Millirans (400M Run, 2nd place) 

Braydon Grissom (Long Jump Regional Champion) 

Daishean Jamison (300M Hurdles, Regional Champion) 

Braydon Grissom, Cole Millirans, Robert Ward, Daishean Jamison (4x400M Relay, 2nd Place) 

This was a very rewarding experience for all athletes involved especially because of the loss of the track 

season last year because of Covid. 

The track team headed to Bloomingdale on Tuesday and had an outstanding day.  The boys overall took 

second at the conference meet.  The girls just didn’t have the numbers to compete team wise but had 

some great individual efforts.  It was a long day for our athletes but well worth it. 

The softball team played on Monday against Marcellus.  We came away winning one of two.  This was a 

make-up game from a rainout game.  The softball team continues to make improvements as the season 

progresses.  The softball team will play Dowagiac next Tuesday June 1st at home.  This is scheduled for a 

4:15 start.  Districts are on June 5 at Eau Claire. 

The baseball team played Marcellus on Monday also and lost both games.  They were close games and 

in the end the Rangers just couldn’t muster up enough to get the win.  The baseball team is back in 

action on Friday against Buchanan. Baseball Districts are at Decatur on June 5. 
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The golf team played last Thursday against Centreville.  This was a non-conference matchup because the 

golf team had already secured the Conference Championship.  This was another great outing to keep 

our athletes focused and prepared for the regional meet coming up on June 1, 2021 at Marcellus. 

 

 

Special Programs May 2021 Report 

 

Adult and Alternative Ed Program 
 
What a different school year we had! Despite the many challenges our education system 
faced,we can proudly say we did it!  Not only that, we tried harder and learned much from the 
experience. Please know, we are offering summer school sessions to our current students until 
June 30th. Our school hours through the month of June, 2021 will be 8: 00 am to 7:00 pm 
Monday through Thursday. 
 
Since the pandemic started our program created around 40 supportive videos, we have 
implemented a new program support, and are providing one to one sessions for our students. 
As state mandates have loosened,  we also provide one to one sessions virtually and in person. 
GED testing center is open to the public, which adds a layer of community support to provide 
high quality education. We encourage students to enroll with us,  we can help you prepare for 
your GED.  In addition, we have re-established our jail program.  
 
This is what some of our students have to say about us: 
 
“I don't know how many times in the past I gave up or quit.I finally followed through on 
something and didn’t give up when I did poorly on tests ..I redid them til I got them rite and I 
retook a lot of tests..I’m happy and proud to say that I did it ..I finished my high school 
education. I need to thank everyone for the encouragement to keep pushing. Thank you!” 
  
“I had loved how the teachers had always treated their students. They were always there if we 
needed anything at all. If I needed help or didn’t understand something, not one person 
hesitated to help me understand. I loved how they gave me motivation and continued to help me 
succeed in finishing my schooling.” 
  
“I’m most proud of completing and following through with the program. As many know, I have 
always been in and out of the program. This time I actually finished! Thank you sooo much. It 
took me some time to complete schooling officially. I'm honestly shocked I made it this far!!! 
Thank you all so much for working with me. Even when I had dropped out many times. I never 
thought I would graduate!” 
  
“I went from simplifying fractions to understanding square roots thanks to the materials 
Cassopolis Adult & Alternative Program provided me with. I know I can improve my math skills 
now. Some progress with a fair amount of effort is much better than no progress at all”. 
  
“Keep pushing students to do what they want to do. Continue to let them know no matter how 
hard it may seem the teachers are there to help”. 
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“Working from home really helped me keep going because I don’t always want people to see 
me, for someone my age it's a little embarrassing”. 
  
“Keep up with the encouragement to students, that helped me”. 
 
You can continue the education you need in our program.We get you from where you are to 
where you want to be whether it is through our HSE program or our HS diploma route. You can 
do it, we can help! 

 

 

                        
 

          

 
 

NEVER GIVE UP ON A DREAM JUST BECAUSE OF THE TIME IT WILL TAKE TO 
ACCOMPLISH IT. THE TIME WILL PASS ANYWAY.” –EARL NIGHTINGALE 

 

You can do it. We can help! 
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"Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life 

believing that it is stupid." ~ Albert Einstein 
 

Special Education Update 
 

As the year winds down I would like to highlight some of the accomplishments the department 
has achieved: 
 

 Graduation Rate is 100%.  Our department served 8 seniors at the beginning of the 
year. Every senior stayed with us all year.  All have met graduation requirements! 
 
 

 Held Transition Moving Forward sessions to better prepare students for a new school 

 

 Created a Transition Flow of Services and finalized for grades 5-12 
 
 

 The ISD has and continues to develop a Parent Advisory Committee ( PAC Fact Sheet ) 
 
 

 Offered 9th and 10th graders Pre-Transition session in advocacy, job exploration, and 
post-secondary needs 
 
 

 We can boast a very high percentage of students who are sufficiently increasing 
according to NWEA assessments and meeting their goals 
 
 

 Addition of  Social Thinking instructional groups with a plan to expand next year 
 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PAC_FactSheet_633856_7.pdf
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 Implemented the Zones of Regulation system and is being utilized  with fidelity 
 
 

 Awarded a grant to train a trainer in CPI so we have a trainer on staff.  We can now 
easily instruct  ALL employees who have direct contact with kiddos in appropriate 
technique to prevent crisis  https://www.crisisprevention.com/                                              
 
 

 Organized in-person instruction for targeted students during the holiday season 
 
 

 Developed “think outside the box” plans for several students in collaboration with the 
Cassopolis Alternative Education Program with successful outcome 
 
 

 Developed Personal Curriculums for students needing a more targeted approach to 
meet graduation requirements  (Parent Guide to PCs) 
 
 

 

                                   

                                                                              

 

 

 

 

https://www.crisisprevention.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Focus_of_Students_with_an_IEP_482098_7.pdf
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Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 
 
 

Summer Program  
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College Board Opportunity Scholarships! 

As you prepare for summer break, here are timely reminders about the College Board Opportunity 

Scholarships, the program that guides students through the college planning process and offers chances 

to earn $500 for each action they complete. When your students complete all six steps, they'll earn a 

chance at a $40,000 scholarship. Right here in Michigan, the class of 2021 earned $196,500 in 

Opportunity Scholarships. We also had two $40,000 winners recognized on Good Morning America. 

 

Please encourage your students to continue their 

journeys to college before the school year ends, to 

become eligible for scholarship opportunities. Currently in 

Michigan, only 5.3K (~4%) juniors have signed up for 

Opportunity Scholarships. When students sign up and 

then build a college list (6+ schools) on BigFuture, they 

become eligible to earn $500 for any 2-or-4 year college.  

When they complete the remaining steps of the program, 

they will earn a chance at $40,000 in their senior year, like 

our two winners this year. 

 

Action Steps for Juniors 

Encourage students to sign up for the program before the school year ends. Students must sign up and 

complete the Build Your College List step by June 30th in order to stay on track for the $40,000 

Complete Your Journey Scholarship, which requires students to complete all six steps by February of 

senior year. 

To be eligible, students should: 

1. Sign up for the College Board Opportunity Scholarships to access a step-by-step guide to 

planning for college. 

2. Complete the first task: Build Your College List. To ensure your students qualify, make sure they 

have at least six schools on their college list on BigFuture™. This scholarship step must be 

completed by the end of June to stay on track for a chance at the $40,000 Complete Your 

Journey Scholarship. 

*All actions can be completed using a mobile phone* 

 

 

 

https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tliijdht-ohkkjjlel-h/
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=9b70343df49fea57e985d007584e91f24ca879cabd8bb506fa7ea224ef1a25b32386501a40aae4075872d0a0ffd20827b22058151c621eab
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/about/build?SFMC_cid=EM453229-&rid=232497567

